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TUB HONDURAS QUESTION.
With the ^tiew of convicting the Administration

of I'resident Tailor of having, by secret arrange-
mont between the negotiators of the Clayton and
Bulwer treaty, excluded from the opemtion of that
treaty a portion of the Central American territory
which the treaty reserved from the occupation or

colonization of either party, the Washington Union
labored long to make out that the British settle¬
ment of the Belize, or British Honduras, so called,
is situated in and a part of the Central American
States, and was therefore comprehended in the terms
of the treaty. Our readers will recollect that before
exchanging the ratifications of the treaty Secretary
Clayton received from the Hon. W. 11. Kino,
chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs of
the Senate, a note stating it to have been the clear
understanding ot the Senate when that body rati¬
fied the treaty that it did not include the Belize, or

British Honduras. This note of Senator Kino's
was so explicit and so authoritative that one would
have supposed the question to be settled," and that
our contemporary, the Union, would have frankly
yielded to the weight of testimony against it. That,
however, it did not see fit to do. On the contrary,
it persevered in its geographical absurdity. It
might indeed have succumbed to the united testi¬
mony of all the writers on American geography, all
the gazetteers, and all known maps which we cited
last week against it; but fortunately, or we should
rather say unfortunately for it, the Committee of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Senate some days ago made a re¬

port on the subject, assuming, strange to say, the same
general ground which the Union had so erroneously
contended for. With an auxiliary so respectable and
90 weighty, the Union has returned to the .discus¬
sion with increased vehemence and apparent con¬

fidence.
Let us examine for a moment the nature of the

support which the report of the committee affords
to the positions of the Union. It appears to con¬

sist mainly in the following passage, which the
Union triumphantly quotes in its number of the
16th, and it is therefore fair to presume that it is
the strongest which the report furnishes:

" The committee, from the information before them,
entertain a decided opinion that the British settlements
at Belize, as defined by the treaties with Spain, lie within
the territory of the republic of Guatemala, and so equally
constitute a part of ' Central America.' Should such be
the fact, whilst the committee are not prepared to say
that the engagements of the treaty of 1850 would require
that those settlements shall be abandoned and discon¬
tinued on the part of Great Britain, yet this Government
would have just cause of complaint against any extension
of the limits of these settlements beyond those prescribed hi/
Spain, or as further allowed by the republics where they
may be found and that in any manner to enlarge or

change the character of those settlements, by any mode of
jurisdiction, would be in violation of said treaty."
We are entirely willing to concede to the Union

all the support which this passage of the report
gives to it. The committee, it is true, expresses a

decided opinion, but that opinion is subsequently
qualified, and the whole argument is hypothetical,
and neutralized by the admissions which follow. It
is further neutralized in another part of the report,
where the committee say that they have conducted
their inquiries, in reference to the Belize settlements
on the assumption that they He altogether within the
territory of Guatemala, "which assumption they
are aware may not pais unquestioned." Truly it
may not, and cannot.
The strong card of the Union, however, is the

following extract from a letter addressed by Secre¬
tary Webster, in 1841, to Mr. Murphy, confiden¬
tial agent of the United States to Central America,
which is inserted in the report of the committee.
"In 1835 the Government of Central America asked

for the mediation of this Government with that of Great
Britain with a view to restrain the British settlers at Be¬
lize, in Honduras, from the passing upon territory beyond
the conines allotted to them by the treaties between Great
Britain and Spain in regard to that settlement. Central
America, eo far as its territory was embraced by the
limits mentioned in those covenants, having, or coi ksb,
.IJCCKBDEO TO ALL TH1 EIGHT# OF SrAIM."
We confess our surprise that the committee or

the Union should rely on this despatch to sustain
their opinion that u the Belize settlements arc within
the State of Guatemala." If we are not incapable
of construing plain English, the argument involves
a clear non sequitur. Analyze the language of Mr.
Webster, and what is its true interpretation ? The
Government of Central America asks for our media¬
tion with Great Britain to restrain the British set¬
tlers at Belize, in Honduras, from passing upon
territory beyond the confines allotted to them by
Spain j that is, from passing from the Belize, which
they had occupied for a century, into the territory
of Central America. If the honorable committee
had not quoted this despatch of Mr. Webster in
support of their opinion, we should say that it was

directly against them, and proves the contrary.
It would .be a misapplication of space, even if we

bad time for the task, to pursue the Union through
. all it# sophistries on this subject. In the face of the
concurrent testimony of geographers, statesmen, and

. diplomatists, it will doubtless argue still, and still
insist on removing the .Belize from Yuaatan to Cen¬
tral America. We leave it to this profitable labor,
and-'turn to a matter of inoie immediate interest to

ourselves; one it which our own acouraoy has been
impeached by the Union, and which we nust crave

the patience of o«r readers to put right.
Our contemporary, in it# iasue of Saturday last,

eomplakis that we have charged the Administration
¦xjf President Polr with havirg known and ac¬

quiesced in the British expedition which, under
Captain .Lock, attacked and took the town of San

, loan de Nicaragua on rthc 8th of February, 1*48,
a »d the Fort. Serapaqui od the lith of the namc

m MDrtn. Now, we make no charges lhat we areuot
pn iJWnod to sustain.

If iihe Kdrtor will turn to the documents pub¬
lished" by OanjpsesB, he will see that Mr. Polk and
Mr. Buchanan were repeatedly warned, not only
by the authorities of Nicaragua, but by their own
Consul and Agent at Nicaragua, of the inteotion and
determination of the British Govcroment to fit out
the expedition and attack the State of Nicaragua be¬
fore the expedition sailed; and that no steps were

Uk' en, none whatever, to prevent the attack, or even

to remonstrate against it. This we call kaotming
and

Senor Buitraoo, the Secretary of State of the j
State of Nicaragua, in a letter to the Hon. .Ja Mrs
Buchanan, the 12th of November, 1847, so¬

licited the friendly offiocs of this Government to

prevent the attack Ppoa the town pf San Juan dc I

Nicaragua, then contemplated by the British autho-
rities. In this letter he informs Mr. Buchanan
that " the object of the British Government in tak-
1 ing this key of the continent is, not to protect the
1 small tribe of Mosquitos, but to establish their
1 own empire over the Atlantic extremity of the
1 line, by which a canal connecting the two oceans
1 is most practicable, insuring to them the prepon-
' derance on the American continent, as well as

' direct relations with Asia, the East Indies, and
' other important countries in the world." Ihis
letter teas never answered.

Again, the President and Supreme Director of
the State of Nicaragua, Don Jose Guerrera,
on the 15th day of the same month, addressed a

communication to President Polk, in which he says :

" My desire was carried to the utmost on seeing in
* your message, at the opening of the 21>th Con-
' gress of your Republic, a sincere profession of po-
1 litical faith (meaning the Monroe declaration) in
' all respects conformable with the principles pro-
' feased by these States, determined as they are to
' sustain with firmness the continental cause, the
" rights of America in general, and the non-inter-
1 ference of European Powers in their concerns."
lie also announces the critical situation in which
Nicaragua was then placed, and charges upon the
Court of St. James " a well-known design to estab-
' lish colonies on the coast of Nicaragua, and to
1 render itself master of the inter-occanic canal, for
' which so many facilities are presented by the
1 isthmus in that State." No notice was ever taken
of this communication by President Polk. Mr-
Polk's Administration slumbered over the Monroe
doctrine he had announced in his message to Con¬
gress, even after he tiad been reminded of it by the
President of Nicaragua. The doctrine was not ap¬
plied by Mr. Polk, after it was loudly called for by
Nicaragua inW distress.

Again, Joseph W. Livingston, Consul for the
port of San Juan de Nicaragua, thus wrote to Mr.
Buchanan on the lGtli of December, 1847 : "On
* my arrival at this port I am informed that the
' English Government will take possession of this
1 place on the 1st proximo, in the name of the King
' of the Mosquito coast. As I have read the cor-
1 respondence which has passed between the Gov-
' ernment of Nicaragua and the British Consul
' General for Central America, Cyrus Ciiatfield,
( Esq., there can be no doubt of the truth of the
1 report." And on the, 8th of April, 1848, Mr.
Livingston thus wrote to Mr. Buchanan, after the
British forces had seized San Juan: " At the re-
1 quest of the Government of Nicaragua, I have for-
1 warded to your Department a package of papers
1 containing the correspondence relative to the oc-
' cupation of the port of San Juan by the British
' forces in the name of the Mosquito nation." Not¬
withstanding all these notices, Mr. Polk never moved
in the matter.

And, further, the Nicaraguan Minister Castel-
lon, on the 5th of November, 1848, addressed
a letter to Mr. BucnANAN, while here in Washing¬
ton, asking this Government to "instruct its Minister
' in London to sustain the rights of Nicaragua to her
1 territory, and especially to the port of San Juan,
' claimed by Mosquito," expressing " the hope that
1 the Government of the Union, firmly adhering to its
1 principle of resisting foreign intervention in Ame-
1 rica, would not hesitate to order such steps to be
1 taken as might be effective, before things reached
' a point in which the intervention of the United
1 States would prove of no avail." To this letter
no answer appears to have been made, nor were any
instructions given to our Minister in London, in
pursuance of the request which it contained.

These are among the many and abundant proofs
which will (satisfy the Union that Mr. Polk not
only knew but acquiesced in the British expedition
which, under Captain Lock, commanding the Bri¬
tish ships-of-war " Alarm" and " Vixen," conquer¬
ed and took possession of the greater part of Ni¬
caragua just six days after the treaty of Guada¬
lupe Hidalgo, by which we acquired California.
Neither Mr. Polk nor Mr. Buchanan ever made
any effort to remove the British from Central Ame¬
rica, or to prevent the expedition of Captain Lock.
The Administration acquiesced in the British at¬

tack, after being fully and repeatedly apprized of
the intention of the British Government to make it.

The Union considers our statement as u an

atrocious charge against the memory of Mr. Polk,"
to wit, that u he knew and acquiesced in the British
expedition." However atrocious the charge may
be, it is now completely proved, and the Union can¬

not disprove it. After stating that we had made
such a charge, the Union adds, " and thi*} too, with
the instructions of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. flise be¬
fore u*." The instructions of Mr. Buchanan to
Mr. Hisb, so far from mending the matter, made it
worse. They quote the Monroe declaration, and
make the following apology for not enforcing it:
u But what can the United States do to resist such
1 European interference, whilst the Spanish Ameri-

11 can Republics continue to weaken themselves by
' dii-ision and civil war, and deprive themselves of
' the ability of doing any thing for their own pro-
' tection ?" Such is the reason rendered for not

applying the Monroe doctrine. Tt appears that it is
never to be enforced in favor of States which are

unable to do any thing for their own protection.
But in this non-intcrfercncc Mr. Buciianan was

perfectly consistent with himself, and so was Mr.
Polk., for in the debate on the Panama mission in
1820 both those gentlemen repudiated the Monroe
declaration as a thing which, having "performed iti
office " was to be considered as a dead letter.
. President Taylor never made proclamation of
any doctrine such as Mr. Polk made about the
European non-interference on the American conti-
nent. Yet, during his brief Administration, his
Secretary of State, under his direction, negotiated
Great Britain out of the whole of the Central Ame¬
rican Confederation ! Verily the practice is better
than preaching.
Army Genrmal C«crt-Martial..Tie trial of Major

Porter, which has occupied the Court since the 25th
jltimo, is drnwiag to a close, the testimet,yon both sides

being concluded. The accused has been attended daring
the investigation by his «ounsel, J. M. Carlisle and
CffAftLKs A bert, Egqs., by the Utter of whem the open¬
ing statement was made. Th« reading of the defence is
fixed for to-day, after which it is supposed that the Court
will speedily be dissolved.

" What a Cor»TnY!"./or Nrw»paprrt!.We received
yesterday a copy of a yecond newspaper.a very large
and handsome sheet.just established at FomJ-du-ltw, a

place some distance west of the extreme western point of
Lake Superior.

Col. 8am. Starkweather, » well known member of the
Bar, died at the residence of his son-in-law. Judge Camp-
¦ell, in New York, on Wednesday

NORTH AMERICAN COMMERCE,

We Lave been favored with an opportunity of ex¬

amining the draught of a report, which will shortly
be presented to Congress, prepared by J. I). An¬

drews, Esq., in pursuance of a resolution of the
Senate requesting the Secretary of the Treasury to

communicate full statements of the trade of the
British North American Colonies with the United
States and other parts of the world, in the years
1850 and 1851, with information relative to the
trade of the Great Lakes. In confiding this task to
Mr. Andrews, the Secretary of the Treasury, in his
instructions, directed that subjects of national or

great local interest, germane to the spirit of the re¬

solution of the Senate, should be embraced in the
report. The result of these enlightened instructions
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and of th'e efficient
and intelligent execution of them by Mr. Andrews,
is a report presenting perhaps as much commercial
information as has ever been communicated in one

of our publi<? documents.
We could not do justice to this report by giving

an analysis of its contents in the short space which
we can aflord in our columns, and can only invite
attention to the prominent topics discussed.

The trade of the threat Lakes, which is now one

of the chief sources and illustrations of our national
prosperity, occupies a prominent portion of the re¬

port. We congratulate our Western friends that
they can refer here to a detailed and comprehensive
description of the most magnificent internal com¬

merce that the world has ever known. Connected
with the subject of the Lake trade, the report con-

tains complete statements of the trade of the Missis-
| sippi and its principal cities, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
Louisville, and New Orleans.
The trade of the principal of the British North

American Colonies (Canada) is also connected with
that of the Lakes. Mr. Andrews has given full
statistics of the commerce of Canada, as well as

each of the other colonies. But, as the subject of
the future commercial relations between the United
States and these colonies is now before Congress,
Mr. Andrews has very properly abstained from
any arguments on the vexed question of reciprocity.
He has simply presented the facts which bear upon
the subject, and has left conclusions to the states¬
men before whom the facts are placed.
A striking feature of the report is that relating to

the fisheries of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, exhibiting
as they do the immense advantages which our

fishermen w obtain from being admitted to the
same rights of catching and curing fish as are en¬

joyed by British subjects, which rights were un¬

fortunately relinquished on our part by the Treaty
of 1818. Another valuable article, on the French
fisheries of Newfoundland, shows that the French
Government is fully awake to th« importance of pro¬
tecting that great nursery of her seartien.
The surplus productions of the Northwest, flowing

into the Lakes, must reach the seaboard; and, to
effect this, a grand system of artificial communica¬
tion by canals and railroads has been devised. This
system, which can be comprehended only by tracing
its connexion with the most important works of in¬
ternal communication in the United States, has been
fully described by Mr. Andrews in all its ramifica¬
tions. J he trade of the Northwest, flowing partly
into the Mississippi and thence to New Orleans, is
allied to that of the Gulf of Mexico.
W« have read with great interest the article in

the appendix to the report, containing an able paper
on the military and geographical position of the
Straits of Florida, through which that commcrce

flows, and also one on the value of the commerce and
trade of New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico, the
latter prepared by the present accomplished Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury.
We arc happy to see that the great export trade

j of the Southern States and their principal cities,
New Orleans, Charleston, and Baltimore, are pro-
perly noticed, and have read with gratification the
able and important article on the great American
staple, cotton, which branch of the report we are

quite sure will command deep attention by the
striking views and remarkable statistical statements
which it presents.

Accompanying the report arc three original maps :

| one exhibiting the basin of the great Lakes and the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and strikingly illustrating the
importance of the free navigation of the St. Law-
rence to the I^akc trade, as well as the value of the
free fisheries of the Gulf to our Eastern fishermen j
a second exhibiting the net-work of railroads and
canals of the I nitcd States, and showing how won¬

derfully the great Lakes, the Mississippi, and the
Atlantic are bound together by them; the third
showing the Gulf of Mexico, the coasts, and islands
between < harlcston and Vera Crur, and the Straits
of Horida, through which the commerce of the
world may one day flow to and from the PncificJ
This map, prepared by the able and laborious offi-
cers of the Coast Survey, is one among many ex-

amplcs of the incidental advantages which the com¬

merce of the country derives from this department
of the public service.
We particularly commend this report for ite na¬

tional character. It displays the value of our home
trade and internal commerce, and ourreal indepen¬
dence of foreign States across the ocean. But, more
than all, it illustrates the transcendent value of the
commercial union of the States, and proves that all
considerations of interest mast bind them to an en¬

during political union.

PRESIDENT FILLMORE AT HOME.
The annexed resolutions, so proper both in senti¬

ment and language, have been adopted by the Mayor
and Common Council of the city of Buffalo. While
they do justice to the President himself, the com¬

pliment which they offer to the eminent gentlemen
who compose his Cabinet will be applauded by the
honorable and unprejudiced of all parties.

" Tho eminently pure and successful administration of
Mr. Fillmorb being about to terminate.

" Rctolvrd, That we congratulate him upon bis ap¬
proaching release from a position which he never coveted,
and in which he ha# so nobly won an enduring place in
bis gratefnl country's history; and upon hi" return to the
more congenial avocations of unofficial life, where alone
patriotic services can be reconciled with private felicity,
we xhare with our fellow-eitirens of Buffalo the ju«t pride
and general joy with which ^ey look forward to his resi¬
dence among u%

** Rfwlffd, That the enthusiasm of his reception would
he augmented, and the highest pleasure conferred upon
the p«op!e of our city, if he should, on his return to u«,
be accompanied by the distinguished statesmen who have
participated in the care and shared in the glory of his
Administration : and we earnestly request them so to
.liable us to testify our respect and gratitude for their
jigh character and eminent public services.
" Ruolved, That hi* honor the Mayor communicate

hose resolutions to Mr, FlJ.twoJi« and to each member of
lis Cabinet." I

DISPERSION OF THE MEXICAN CONGRESS.

The New Orleans Picayune of the 9th instant
contains the subjoined particulars of the dispersion
of the Mexican Congress, of which we had a Tele¬
graphic report a few day sago :

President Cevallos made a coup iTttat on the night of
the 10th, closing J la Cromwell the sessions of the Con¬
gress which had shortly before placed him in power. 0
translate from the Stylo Den y Sutve the following ac¬
count of the affair:

44 Fifteen days since the Chamber of Deputies elected
Juan B. Cevallos President ad interim of the Republic;
and fifteen days since he swore to maintain the constitu¬
tion. As soon as a Ministry was formed the Government
was invested with dictatorial powers, delegated by Con¬
gress, which could in nowise embarrass the course of the
Government.

" Day before yesterday rumors were circulated that the
Government intended to pronounce. The Ministry in¬
formed the Chambers that it was preparing the draft of
a bill which was to save the country. Yesterday Sefior
Fuentes resigned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
portfolio was offered to Sefior Montes, who declined it.
The chief clerk sent to the Chamber a draft of a bill, as
follows :
" Art. 1. Convoking a National Convention.
" Art. 2. To meet in Mexico on the 15th June.
" Art. 3. Government to give it a report of its acta on the firft

day of the session.
"Art. 4. Not to remain in session more than one year, tore-

form the constitution, elect President <id interim, and exercise
legislative powers.

"Art. 5. tiovernors'of States to order election of representa-tives.
" Congress went into secret session and agreed to sit

till the bill was disposed of. Committee on it reported
at half-past six against the bill, and recommended it to
be sent to the committee on the grand jury. This was
carried, and this committee proceeded to take the declara¬
tion of President Cevallos, in order to present an accusa¬
tion against him of intriguing against the constitution.
The President refused to answer, denying the authority
of Congress to impeach him.
" Congress continued its session amid the greatest ex¬

citement. The palace, meanwhile, was filled with the
military. Ammunition was sent to the barracks, nnd se¬

veral points reinforced, and it was arranged that the gar¬
rison should pronounce against the Congress.

" The Ministers said there was nothing so far but every
one knew what was going on. The members of Congress
remained in their seats. At half-past 10 Don Tomas Ma¬
rin, who had so lately run away from Vera Cruz, came to
the hall dressed in citizen's dress and followed by one

hundred soldiers of the National Guard, and seized the
avenues and doors, and called tha President of the Cham-
ber out. "

"Senor Montes went out, and Senor Mann gave him a
verbal order from the President of the Republic to dis¬
solve Congress. Senor Montes returned to the Chamber,
announced the fact that had occurred, a*d vacated the
chair, which was taken by Senor Guzman, as Vice Presi¬
dent, who declared the session continued. A protest was

agreed to by acclamation. Gen. Marin then marched into
the centre of the hall and cleared the seats at the point of
the bayonet. The members then directed their course to
the Convent of San Francisco, but were forced back by
troops. They then went to the Convent of Espiritu Santo,
where they drew up a manifesto and protest.

" Here the oommander of the guards came to them with
about fifty men, which he left at the door, and told the
members present that the President requested them to
dissolve, and not force him to extremities. Senor Garcia
Aguirre, who was presiding, refused to do so, an 1 the
commandante retired. The Chamber continued some time
longer in session without interruption."
New Orleans, February 12..By the arrival

of the steamer Albatross from Vera Cruz we have
dates from the city of Mexico to the '25th ultjrno.
The papers are filled with accounts of the revolution¬
ary movements.

It appears that after the ejection of the Mexican ( on-

gress by Cevallos, Chief Judge of the Supreme Court,
who assumed the reins of Government on the flight of
Arista, fifty-eight of the ejected members assembled in a

private house on the 21st and passed articles of impeach¬
ment againEt Cevallos, and elected Osorio, Governor of
Puebla, as President ad interim. Osoaio, however, re¬

fused to accept the proffered fconor, and the garrison of
the city pronounced in favor of the plan of Guadalajara.

In announcing this result, the Government paper, El
Siglo, says that the revolution is at an end, and that the
whole country is now in favor of the plan of Guadalajara.

Gen. Bekio, Minister of War, has sent a message to
Gen. Uraoa, urging his immediate presence at the capi¬
tal, as no Cabinet can be formed until his arrival.

Gen. Uraoa, at the latest accounts, was marching to-
ward the capital, and it is reported that he is perfectly
willing to recognise Tsvallos, and also Congress, pro¬
vided the latter will reform the Constitution.
Cevallos had issued a proclamation opening the ports

of Mnzatlan, San Bias, Tampico, Vera Cruz, andCamargo
abrogating the tariff laws previously in force.
When the steamer Albatross arrived at VeraCruz greai

excitement ensued, the people generally supposing that
Santa AkXa was a passenger. He has many adherents
at Vera Cruz.

After the dissolution of Congress a letter was sent
from the President to Gen. Uraoa, chief of the in¬
surgents at Guadalajara, advising him of the adop¬
tion by the Government of the plan of Jalisco, and
requesting him to proceed immediately to Mexico,
leaving the command of his troops to Gen. Yanez.
On the 20th the Generals and Chiefs of the gar¬

rison assembled at the National I'al&ce, and adopted
unanimously the'following articles:

1. The plan proclaimed in the city of Guadalajara on
the 20th October. 1862, is adopted in all its parts.

2. To carry into effect the 3d article of said plan, DonBaiitisto Cevallos, most excellent l'residyit of the Su¬
preme Court, is hereby recognised as President ad interim
of the Republic, meriting as he does the public confidence
hv his personal qualities, his conduct during his admin-
istration, and particularly on every thing relating to the
present crisis.

... ....8. As a consequence of »he 4th article of the present
plan, the decree published in this capital on the night of
the 1 l*th ingant shall be carried into effect.

4. Lastly, the General-in-Chief of the troops which gar¬
rison the capital shall remit to the President, with the
present act, a list of the votes of the garrison, in order
that his Excellency may accept the samp, and may pro¬
claim the measures he shall deem suitable, with a view
of securing harmony among all the officers of the pro-
nounced (pronunciadot) forces, and of promptly re-estab-
lisbing public tranquillity.the leading object of this pro¬
ceeding.

,[Signed by all the ojieeri, fifty or tixty in number. J
This pronunciamiento, which at the same time recog¬

nises Senor Cxvallos as President, completes the refla¬
tion. " The plan of Guadalajara, (says the Siglo.) pro¬
claimed i" several States, is now adopted by all parts of
the Republic, and the pronunciaroiento of the garrison of
the capital, headed by the Executive, has consummated
its triumph, and it is now the political faith of the coun¬

try." The same paper also says that "Gen. U*aga is
willing to make a compromise with the Government, re-

cognising President Cevallos as the Executive ad intmnt,
and the present Congress on condition that they reform
the constitution."

After the ejection of the Deputies from the Chambers,
fifty-eight of the members met at a private house on the
21st ultimo, and on the subsequent day, eighty-six mem¬
bers being present, President Cevallos was impeached
and Don Juan Mugica y Osorio, present Governor of Pue-
bls was elected President of the Republic id mtrrim, with
authority -to select the place where the Congress should
re-assemble. Don Marcelino Ca«taneda left the city of
Mexico for Pnebla to install the President elect, but he
refused to accept the office.
A proclamation has been issued by the Governor of the

Federal District, warning the Senators and Representa¬
tives of the dissolved Congress against all seditious and
revolutionary attempts to assemble as a legislative body,
and menacing them with speedy trial and condign pnnish-
ment in case of an infraction ot this proclamation.
The conservative press all approve tht coup d'etat. The

Ohirertal comes otit against any calling together of Con¬
gress, but recommends the adoption of provisional laws
to be arranged by Gen. Uraga and other chiefs of the revo¬
lution.

President Csvallos issued a proclamation on the 24th,
opening the ports of Maiatlan, San Rlas, Altata, Tarapi-
co, Vera Crui, and Camargo ; and that goods imported
there durffig their closed term may be taken into the in¬
terior on payment of the corresponding duties.
The Ordtn contradicts a rumor that Gen. Santa Anna

was ill, and stat-fs that he was preparing to leave Cartha-
gena for Havana, oc bit way to Mwico.

CALIFORNIA INTELLIGENCE.

The latest dates from San Francisco are to the
15th of January. The Legislature of the State met
on the 3d, but had done no buainegH of moimyit.

The message of Gov. Biolkr enters minutely into the
financial affairs of the State. To lessen its expenses the
Governor recommends that the State Constitution be
changed in several particulars. One amendment proposes
that biennial instead of annual sessions of the Legislature
shall be held, such sessions being limited to ninety days'
duration. It is further proposed to abolish the office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Surveyor-General,
Superintendent of Public Buildings, State Prison Inspec¬
tors, and to limit the Judicial Districts to eight, instead
of eleven, as at present constituted. Reduction of sala¬
ries is also recommended, as well as a modification of our
hospital laws. The Governor supposes, if his sugges¬
tions be acted upon, that an annual saving to the Treasury
of $512,700 can be made. The San Francisco Whig says :

" The document is conclusive on one point, vit. that
under the present state of affairs, and with the present
management of ^ur State Government, we arc surely and
rapidly advancing to a condition of irretrievable bank¬
ruptcy. flPhc startling fact is made to appear that our

expenditures exceed our receipts nearly $600,000 per
annum. Our present civil debt is shown to be
$1,888,213; the war debt is $771,1 KO; making the entire
debt of the State $2,159,403." s

The Governor also suggests that Congress should be
memorialized on the subject of the agricultural lands of
the State.

Two-thirds of these lands, he say*, are claimed under
Mexican and Spanish grants, the validity of which is yet
undetermined. The present law on the subject is defec¬
tive, "and should be repealed. The claims should be
brought directly into the United States District Court, in¬
stead of being subjected to thf circuitous proceedings of
the Board of Commissioners, as at present. The Governor
also calls the attention of the Legislature to the import¬
ance of agriculture to the State, and recommends that an
effort be made to obtain the passage of a law by Congress
donating the public lands in limited quantities to actual
settlers. He further recommends that an effort should be
made to reclaim the swamp lands belonging to the State,
and to secure the possession in fee simple to those who
have settled upon them.
Movements have been made in both branches of the

Legislature tending to relieve the people of California
from speculations in articles of prime necessity. Com¬
mittees have been instructed to inquire into the causes of
the present high price of flouc, and to report bills to pre¬
vent monopoly in that article.
The " Alta California " says that the old project of call¬

ing a constitutional convention is once more on the tapis.
" The ostensible object, (it says,1 as set forth by the

Executive in his message, is to abolish certain offices cre¬
ated by the constitution. The real end is the abrogation
of the anti-slavery clause and the division of the State.
The first, if it aims at the accomplishment of any definite
object, contemplates the introduction of slavery here.a
scheme which all men whose intellects are not clouded by
prejudice know to be the wildest and most chimerical
ever entertained by intelligent men. As for the division
of the State, after more than a year's investigation, we
can discover no plausible reason for it. The advocates of
the measure have never yet shown what was to be gained
by it, in a political or financial point of view. But the
business ef the session will turn upon the constitutional
convention, which will most probably be called. The in¬
tended changes, however, will not be effected when it is
called."

Mr. Beali;, Indian A gent, in his visit to the Tulare
country, had been successful in his negotiations with the
Indians. lie has restored peace and satisfaction to the
savages, who seem willi og to work for their own support,
now that they see they are compelled to do so.

The latest intelligence from the Southern mines re-

presents a great improvement in the weather and the
winds. The extreme stringency in the provision market
was relaxing as supplies come in, and there was a good
prospect that the end of another fortnight would find the
mining population prosperous and happy.
The Sacramento Union is unable to estimate the damage

sustained by those engaged in farming and stock-raising
in the Sacramento and Joaquin valleys, by the " world of
water" which now covers their surface, but thinks the
work of destruction has been nearly complete. Thousands
of head of stock, including horses, mule*, cattle, sheep,
and hogs, have been drowned; in many instances houses
washed away; hundreds of tons of hay destroyed; im¬
provements of all kinds, including growing vegetable
crops, either totally destroyed or rendered nearly value¬
less by the length of time they have been submerged.
From all parts of the interior we have melancholy ac¬

counts of the suffering and destruction caused by the lat<
freshets. »

The advices from Los Angeloa are to the 1st of Janua
ry. The Star of that date says that the United State:
survey was proceding favorably, the base line being al¬
ready completed seventy miles. It will probably touch
the sea coast some four miles north of Los Angelos. Mr.
Grav is fallowing Col. Washimoton, and is surveying a

range of townships.
There are at present thirty churches in San Francisco.

This is about one to each thousand inhabitants, and which,
judging from other cities, is perhaps about a fair aver¬

age. The Methodists have four; the Episcopalians, Pres¬
byterians, and Baptists, two each ; the Congregational-
ists, Roman Catholics, Swedcnborgians, and Welsh, one
each. In addition to these, there is a church in Spring
Valley, where ministers of the various denominations offi¬
ciate, and there is also a Unitarian congregation in the
city, whose pastor has recently been removed by the hand
of death.

We learn from the Railroad Journal that the Air Line
railroad from New York to Boston has been placed under
contract to parties of character and experience. The road,
when completed, will form the nearest practicable route
between the two cities, and will be some twenty miles at
least shorter than any other route.

Lkttbrs for Adstralia..The emigration from the
United States to Australia may render it of interest to
some of our citiiens to know that mails are made up in
England for Australia via Southampton on the 20th of
each month, and via Marseilles on the 24th of the month,
and via Cape of Good Hope on the 2d of every alternate
month, commencing in February. Those made up on the
20th and 24th of each month, via Southampton and Mar¬
seilles, are at present sent by sailing vessels from Sin¬
gapore.
A Ca»* or Consciknck..A reverend gentleman of the

Catholic Church called at our office on Saturday last and
handed in thirty dollar* in gold, which he stated had
been delivered by a person in the confessional to be dis¬
posed of as above mentioned. We presume it to be a

case of conscience connected with some transaction of
which we know nothing, and of course could inquire no¬

thing of the worthy priest who received the money under
the seal of confession. The mention of the incident mny
possibly serve to priok the consciences of some delin¬
quent subscribers to our own or other journals; though,
in regard to our own. we must in justice acknowledge we
have but little to complain of.

Gas and Watir..Philadelphia last year consumed
9,268,177,762 gallons of water, and 1,416,188,090 feet of
gas. The daily average consumption of water in the city
proper and districts of Southwark and Moyameusing was
6,781,744 gallons.
DBKADfCL Accidkht at Cohstantinop i.i..A dreadful

accident occurred on the 4th. A sloop was conveying 40
soldiers of the guard to a steam frigate about to lenve
for lJalmatia, and it was driven by the violence of the
currents against a large vessel anchored near the Serag¬lio. The shock was so violent that all the men were
thrown into the water; and they, being incumbered with
their arai1" and baggage, were all drowned, with the ex-ceptioAf four or five, who were picked up by the boats
of the English, Russian, and French men-of war.

The \feehanict' Strike.
Baltimobn, Fkb. 16..Resolutions were adopted by the

mechanics this morning that the eight hundred men from
the Raltimoro and Ohio Railroad shops go to work at the
advanced rates offered by the Company, and that each
man pledge himself to pay 26 per cent, of his salary into
the funds of the association, to be appropriated to the
support of those who may be compelled to continue on
the strike : and that the workmen in all the other shopsthat agree to pay the advance also go to work on similar
conditions, The workmen in the shops that agree to give
the advance accept the pledge, and about fourteen hun¬
dred of the three thousand will go to work to-morrow
morning. On the Susquehanna Read rent but the mail
ti^aina are running to-day.

NEWS BY THE THLMQRAPH.
FROM EUROPE.

The steamer Niagara brings dates from Liverpool
to the 20th ultimo. Amongst her pfewengera is
Chevalier Hulsemann.

.»« V'C T'Ce °^cotton> during the week ending the
iOth advanced an eighth, on fair and good qualities.

!,n maun time declined.flour a

shilling per barrel, wheat twopence per bushel, and
corn a shilling per quarter.
A good business was doing in American securities
It was rumored that Sir Francis Baking is

soon to succeed Mr. Gladstone as Chancellor of the
Hritish Exchequer.
The civil marriage contract of the Emperor Napo¬

leon has been signed, and the 30th ultimo was ap¬
pointed for the religious ceremony.
The Barings have lent Spain fifty-seven million

I reals on .security of the national property.
r^

LATER.
The steamer Alps arrived at New York last night

with dates from Liverpool to the 2d instant.

I k jttonJ^ s''ghtly advanced, and flour and other
brcadstuffs further declined.

Viscount Melbourne, ex-Premier* of Great Bri-
tain,is dead. .

The marriage of the French Emperor took place
on the 1.9th at the Tuileries. The* Paris papers
state that the ceremony was conducted with noble
simplicity in the presence of about eight hundred
persons. The religious ceremonies took place on
the succeeding day at the Church of Notre Dame,
and were signalized with great pomp and splendor.
1 he populace having turned out en masse, the city
being decorated with flags in all directions, and the
streets lined with military, presented a scene most
imposing.

Ihe Empress refuses to allow the Senate to set¬
tle any dotation upon her. This, coupled with her

n.'un!0^9 f .¥* r,ece,ve a t*1 of jewelry from the
municipal council, had produced a very favorable
impression of her.

J

Napoleon's speech announcing his intended mar¬

riage has created prodigious sensation at Vienna.
1 he answer given by the French Minister of For-
eign Affairs to the Austrian Ambassador, relative
to the Emperors allusion to Maria Louisa, is not
deemed satisfactory. A difficulty still exists be¬
tween the two Governments concerning the time
the Roman States are to be occupi'ed by French
troops. The Lloyds, of Vienna, announces a defi¬
nite arrangement of the differences between Austria
and the United States.
The Turks have commenced active operations

against Montenegro. They have destroyed three
ullages by fire, and Osmar Pacha, with twenty-
four thousand troops, is pushing on toward the
capital Austria has dispatched Count Jellachich
to the frontiers with eighteen thousand troops.

Still Luter from Europe.
Halifax, February 17.The steamship America ar¬

med here this morning from Liverpool, with dates to the
4th instant.
The London Morning Advertiser says that a packet of

eighty letters has been stolen from the Emperor's private
apartment, and suspicion rests upon Mrs. Howard. Let¬
ters which implicate the first men of France are also
thought to be in her possession. A reward of 300,000
francs has been offered for their recovery.
Pans has resumed its wonted quiet. The Emperor and
mpress remain at St. Cloud. The Ministers were about

giving, in turn, fetes in honor of the marriage.
The Emperor proposes to build a palace at Marseilles,

and it is said one in each of the principal towns of France
and reside at each alternately, commencing next summer,
with \ ersailles.
The Coronation will take pla*e in May, if not sooner.
The Augsburg Gazette publishes a despatch from Ber-

in, stating that in the recognition of the Emperor Napo-
eon Russia, Austria, and Prussia emphatically call for
the observance of existing treaties, and the maintenance
of the present territorial limits in Europe.
The Montenegro war is progressing. Up to the 16th

ultimo the Montenegrins were victorious in the South and
East, but were very hard pressed in the North. The odds
are too great to hope for their ultimate success. Austria
has gmn penmssion to all unarmed fugitives to cress the
frontiers. Later accounts state that the Turkish troops
ave entered Montenegro, through the defile of Ostrogla

Movements of Gen. Pierce

», Hl'Tt"?: Ff,' u ."» "oppi««
tt*e llmhut. Hotel. .0J h.. .bo.,, ()0J<

b!"£7.be bN*.e '"juej 'th.t'
be h,d to retire. H, »iu ,hil »f,..
»oo., .U, .o, for Baltimore u,lr. .'Z
remain even till Monday.

7

EXPEDITION OF LIEUT. MACRAE, U. S. Navt.

The last advices from the South Pacific bring, us intel
hgence that Lieut. MacRa., U. S. Nary, who had been
detailed on a magneUcal and geographical expedition by
Lieut. Oiuim, U. S. Navy, had safely traversed the
Andes with all his instrument#, and wm then at Meadow

| in the Argentine Republic. He describes the passage of
the Andes as unusually stormy for the period of the year
but, like a true lover of science, be had persevered until the
completion of observations to solve the interesting problem
he was sent upon, although it eost the entire cuticle of
every part of the body exposed to the air.
The condition of the country between Mendoxa and

I
WM #"ch th" h« »>. might be obliged

to abandon his instruments at some time on the route
tor the sake of science, however, we hope he may be
able to travel safely over the pampas, and bring us a rich
addition to magneUcal and geographical knowledge

To the Voters of the Third /},../_,.: t~ ¦ .

tUcttng a Commit*** of iht Board
'

HOUSE or RErRKSEXTAflTX*,
Washisotow, Fbbsvart 17, 1863.

Gbxtlxmkx : Since declining again to run for Congress,I have unexpectedly received solicitation*, from various

Sarts of the third district, to become a candidate for the
oard of Public Works. If you think I can be of service

to you in this new position, you are at liberty to command
whatever of ability I may possess to promote in that con¬
nexion the best interests of my nativs State.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M II. BEALE

OFFICIAL.
Dbpartmbitt or Statr,

Washikotox, Fxhrtaxt 18, 18S3.
Information has been received at this Department from

the United States Consul at Matanzas, T. M. JIodxet,
Esq., of the destruction by fire, on the 28th and 29th of
January, during a severe gale of wind, of the whole busi¬
ness psrt of the town of Cardenas, in the Island of Cuba
The office of the United States Consular Agent was de¬

stroyed, together with all the Consular archives, and the
Rrgutitrt of American vetttlt then in port.

Ixdia.x TxorBLBsiH Florida.. A fow days since it was
stated that Governor Baowx, of Florida, had vetoed the
bill " to provide for the final removal of the Indians of
Florid*, and for other purposes." It appears that the
bill was reconsidered by both Houses and passed again,
notwithstanding the Governor's veto, by the requisite oon-
titutional majority, and has accordingly became a law.
The Assembly then elected the e»mmandinf officer of the
Brigade of State troops provided to be raised in the act.
The Floridian says:
" The Governor will proceed at ones to raise the Regi¬

ments to compose the Brigade, and tender them to the
Federal Government, according *> the requirements of
the law, so that in c*se the Uniwd States refuse to com¬

ply with their obligations, of undertake to remove the
Indians by the 4th of May 'ext. the State may be in
readiness to do the busine* B^rself."


